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October 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we reach the end of the first half term, I am delighted to say that it has been a successful start to the academic year. There is so much to celebrate across the school. Our pupils have returned focused, motivated, and eager to do well, and it has been wonderful to see such a positive attitude to learning across all year groups.
Our new Year 7 pupils have made a fantastic start to their secondary school journey. They have quickly settled into life at Smithills, learned their way around the site, and embraced our high standards and expectations. They are an absolute pleasure to have in the Smithills Family.
All other year groups have also made an excellent start. Year 8 pupils have continued to build on the strong foundations laid last year, while Year 9 are beginning to think carefully about their next steps as they prepare to choose their options, a big and exciting milestone for them. Year 10 pupils are now fully immersed in their GCSE courses, and a group recently represented the school brilliantly at the Gateways to Manchester University event. Year 11 pupils are working incredibly hard, and it was fantastic to see so many parents at our Pathways to Success evening. Attendance at after-school revision sessions has been strong, and pupils have shown a real commitment as they prepare for their final exams.
Beyond the classroom, our extra-curricular programme continues to thrive. There is a wide range of clubs running at lunchtime and after school, with many of our sports clubs oversubscribed. Basketball and the fitness suite have proved especially popular, with pupils showing great enthusiasm. We also marked World Mental Health Day this half term, with our Mental Health Champions attending a special event focused on wellbeing and mental health awareness, an important reminder of how vital it is to look after both body and mind.
We were delighted to reward the top 50 pupils in each year group for their value points achievements with a Krispy Kreme doughnut treat: well-deserved recognition for their effort, positive attitude, and contribution to our school community.
As always, attendance remains vital. To succeed, pupils need to be in school every day, engaging fully in lessons and school life. Together, we can ensure every pupil achieves their very best
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support, particularly with our mobile phone policy: ‘On site, out of sight.’ It has been very successful in helping pupils to stay focused on their learning and free from unnecessary distractions. Your support in reinforcing this at home makes a real difference.
Next half term will bring even more opportunities and events for our pupils to get involved in. We have Cumulative Assessment Week for years 7-10, further enrichment activities planned, continued focus on high standards of behaviour and learning, and opportunities for pupils to take on leadership roles and represent the school in different ways. We look forward to building on the excellent start made this term and continuing to celebrate the success of all our pupils.
If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us via email, ‘Tell Us’, or by ringing the school office. We aim to respond within 48 hours at the latest. Everything you need to know about the school can be found in the 2025–26 Family Handbook (available on the school website), which includes key information on uniform, attendance expectations, and what your child will be learning throughout the year.

Our school vision, Success for All, remains at the heart of everything we do, underpinned by our core values of Independence, Excellence, and Community.
Thank you once again for all your support. We couldn’t do it without you. Have a restful and enjoyable half term break.
Regards
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Carolyn Dewse
Headteacher
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