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CDE/CMS/Autumn Term

October 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,
I am delighted with the start our pupils have made to the academic year. They have been focused, worked hard and responded positively to our standards and expectations. The consistent routines, positive relationships and commitment across our school community are helping to create a culture in which pupils can learn and thrive.
Our vision, ‘Success for All’, is underpinned by our values of Independence, Excellence and Community. We see these values in the way pupils take responsibility for their learning, strive to do their best and support one another. Thank you for working with us to reinforce these expectations.
There is much to celebrate this half term. Year 7 have settled in well, embraced new routines and made a great start to life at Smithills. It has been lovely to see their confidence grow as they build friendships and become part of our school community.
Our Year 11 pupils have shown impressive commitment, staying until 3.45pm every evening for Pathways to Success. Attendance has been fantastic, and pupils are making the most of this additional support as they prepare for their examinations.
Across the school, pupils have been getting involved in a wide range of extracurricular activities, developing their interests and trying something new. Rehearsals for Shrek are also underway, and we look forward to seeing our pupils’ enthusiasm and creativity come together on stage.
Attendance and punctuality
Being in school every day and arriving on time gives pupils the best opportunity to succeed. Every lesson builds on previous learning, and missed time can make it harder to keep up. Please ensure your child attends regularly and arrives by 8.40am, ready to begin the day. Remember, we offer a free breakfast in the upper dining room every day, helping pupils start the morning ready to learn. Thank you for your support in helping pupils develop good attendance and punctuality habits.

Mobile phones
Our ‘On site, out of sight’ mobile phone policy is working really well, supporting pupils to focus on learning and interact positively with one another. Thank you for your support in reinforcing this expectation with your child.

Uniform and appearance
High standards of uniform and appearance are very important to us. They help establish a shared sense of belonging and ensure pupils arrive ready to learn. Our expectations remain unchanged. Full school uniform must be worn at all times, and a school blazer and school bag are compulsory. School trousers must be grey cotton, straight leg and full length. Please see the attached poster for guidance.
Please also ensure that:
· Footwear is appropriate and completely black
· False nails and nail varnish are not worn.


· Facial piercings are not worn. Pupils may wear one small stud in the lobe of each ear. No other jewellery is permitted, apart from a wristwatch.
· Jersey tops and hoodies are not brought to school.
· A suitable outdoor coat is worn if an additional outer layer is needed.
Being ready to learn
Every pupil must arrive with their school bag and equipment pack each day. Having the correct equipment allows pupils to begin work promptly and participate fully in lessons. Your support with this is essential in helping us get the best out of everyone.

Changes to lunchtimes
When we return, there will be a slight change to lunchtimes for Years 7 and 8:
· Year 8 will have lunch at 1.15pm in the lower canteen.
· Year 7 will have lunch at 1.45pm in the lower canteen.
Please see the attached poster for further details.
Smithills Family Handbook
If you would like to know more about what your child is learning, our routines and expectations, or other aspects of school life, please visit our website and read the Smithills Family Handbook.
Thank you for your continued support throughout this half term. I hope you and your family enjoy the break, and we look forward to welcoming all pupils back on Monday 2nd November at 8.40am.
Regards
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C. Dewse
Headteacher
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